Czwartek, 7 lipca 2011 r.

Zmiana Aktu dotyczacego wybor6éw przedstawicieli do Parlamentu Europejskiego (debata)

Madam President, we have all experienced, during campaigns for election to the European Parliament, how locally concentrated the discussion is
in our constituencies. Discussions cover not only national issues, but often even local issues. We all experience, in our everyday activity in our
constituencies, how weak or non-existent the perception is of our European parties and of our political families, of the differences between us and
even of our main issues as parties. We all also know, Madam Commissioner, that participation in the elections — not only in European elections
but also national and local elections — is falling in Europe. It is a big problem and a big issue, but as a solution to that we cannot propose less
Europe, but more Europe. We need to reinforce the discussion on European issues and on European political systems, and to involve our citizens
in this, which is what the proposal by Andrew Duff is about.

Andrew Duff is calling for real input to ensure more Europe. Strangely enough, listening yesterday to the speech by the Polish Prime Minister, |
had the impression that he, representing the Council — i.e. the intergovernmental institution — is more Community-oriented and often has more of
a Community spirit than this House, which should represent the Community spirit in Europe. Let us think of this when we discuss the proposal by
Andrew Duff, which | support very strongly and with full conviction.



